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4 Hidden Dangers Electricity Poses to Your Computer Network...And One Simple, Inexpensive

Solution That Will Prevent Them All From Doing Dama  ge

Is your computer plugged in? Do you use a power strip with a surge protector? If so, you are a heartbeat
away from disaster and don’t even realize it. The same electricity you depend on to run your computer

and network is also trying to destroy your data.

Believe it or not, electricity is one of the biggest threats to your computer network and the data it contains.

Here are four computer power problems you must know about and how to prevent them.

1.) Transients — Commonly known as surges and spikes, these are caused by lightning storms, wind,
squirrels shorting out power lines, auto accidents, etc. Several times each week these spikes can travel
up the power cord into your computer damaging everything from power supplies to motherboards.
Conventional wisdom says use a power strip with a surge protector and you are safe. As usual,
conventional wisdom is dead wrong. After several months, these surge protectors become useless

having been zapped by the surges they were designed to protect against.

2.) Blackouts — Whether momentary or prolonged, the sudden loss of power can corrupt your PC to the

point of not being able to start up again when the lights come back on.

3.) Sags - This is when the power drops below normal. Have you ever seen the fluorescent lights flicker
for a moment? Then you have witnessed sag. Sags are more common than surges and are caused

when equipment like air conditioners, blow dryers, water heaters, laser printers, copy machines and other
electrical equipment are turned on or come out of sleep mode. A typical small office will experience 30 or
more sags each day. Sags cause many of the weird and unexplained problems computer users complain

about every day.

4.) Noise — Ever been watching TV and seen fuzzy pictures and/or white lines or dots when you turn on
a blender or vacuum cleaner? This is the result of electrical noise. While a fuzzy TV picture is an

annoyance, this electrical noise causes many computer problems including loss of data.

So how do you protect yourself from electrical problems? The most simple and inexpensive solution to all
four of these hazards is a battery backup. The battery backup (also known as a UPS or Uninterruptible
Power Supply) senses when there are problems with the power and automatically switches to the battery

protecting you from computer damage and data loss.
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Choosing the correct battery backup for your computer or server can be tricky. Having one with a
battery too small is the same as having none at all. For most desktop computers, a battery backup with a

500VA or larger rating should be sufficient to keep you going through momentary power problems.
Protecting your server requires detailed knowledge of the server functions and power consumption in

order to pick the right battery backup solution. If you want help in determining the right protection for your

specific network, give us a call: 800.834.7700.
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